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Bro, (Jilliam Barrett Travic

From time to time, events, individuals, and citcumstances coincide to cteate an historically
significant event. As a result, the individuals involved often rise to national ot even international
fame. Brother William Barrett Ttravis was one such man. Authots throughout the 20th and eatly
21st Century have impugned Travis’ character and painted him a haughty, unlikeable man. This
negativity got an eatly start on the pages of Amelia Williams’ Doctoral Dissertation at the
Univetsity of Texas in 1931, and was promoted to the motion pictute screen in John Wayne’s The
Alamo (1960). 1t was given new life in John Lee Hancock’s Alamo movie in 2004.

The facts, however, conflict with this negative evaluation of Travis. Travis came to Texas in 1831,
and within the space of a year had managed to be thrown in jail for inciting the colonists to
thoughts of independence. Had he really been so reviled as the movies and the dissertation
porttrayed him, it is unlikely that the loyal colonists of the Austin Colony would have stood up for
him as they did in 1832. Itis also vety unlikely that the volunteers would have stayed in the Alamo
to stand with him against an overwhelming army. Those facts are completely at odds with an
atrogant, condescending man... but completely consistent with a man who could write such
elegant prose as he did at the Alamo. Such a man would inspire men to do great things.

William Batrett Travis was botn near the community of Red Bank, South Carolina on August 9,
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Celestial & Terrestrial

Within the second section of the Fellow
craft Degtree is found a discussion of
the Terrestrial and Celestial globes as
representing  the  operative and
speculative nature of the Craft. The
earthly life of a Freemason is found
upon the terrestrial globe in that his life
is spent there. The architecture of our
earthly efforts is found on the lands,
oceans, and air of this globe. The
lessons of the Seven Liberal Arts are to
allow the Freemason to understand this
world, appreciate the many wonders of
nature, and develop his mind to
contemplate the more important aspect
of his moral and spiritual wotld.
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