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ohn B, Jones

Leader of the Texas
Rangers and the

Masons of Texas

John B. Jones was born on December 22nd, 1834 in the Fairfield Disttict, South Carolina. His
family moved to the Republic of Texas in 1838, settling in the area that became Travis County,
and then later moving to the patt of Texas that became Navatro County. As a young man, Jones

made a living by farming and raising livestock.

When the Civil War started, Jones joined the Confederacy as a ptivate in the 8th Texas Cavalry
(Terry's Texas Rangets) and rose to the rank of captain. Within a few months, he was promoted
to adjutant of the 15th Texas Infantry of Joseph W. Speight. In 1863, with the rank of captain,
he was appointed adjutant general of a brigade, and in 1864, he was recommended for
promotion to be major, but the war ended prior to his receiving the higher rank. It was clear,
however, that his leadership abilities far exceeded his rank. At the conclusion of the war, Jones
and many other southerners were greatly concetned about what life would be like under
teconstruction. He believed thete was a future in South America, and he traveled thetre
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The Solemnity of Prayer

Within the Fraternity one of the most solemn
moments occurs duting those times when a
Freemason, or candidate, is asked to invoke the
blessing of the Great Architect. Whether openly, or
silently, this is 2 communication that expresses both
our reverence and dependence upon a Supreme Being.
It is through this reverence that Freemasonry begins
each undertaking, and likewise, charges its members to
work toward improvement.

At the opening of each meeting the Craft ask for
Devine guidance to wotk together in peace and with a
commitment to otdet which will bring hatmony to the
Lodge. These prayets are to focus the attention of the

Craft to their responsibilities as Freemasons in the

Lodge room. Their purposes ate to gain Light, setve one another as Brothers, and earn the favor
of the Great Architect. Seeking guidance from Above is not to taken lightly for gaining the Light
and Knowledge needed to build a Spititual Temple is the Mason's gteatest challenge and goal.

At the end of each meeting there are two reminders that all that we are is known to the
All-seeing Eye, and mutual respect toward all must be a part of our lives. Joined by solemn
obligations, each Brother must spread the cement of Brothetly affection. Both the Chaplin and
the Master chatrge us to fulfill our obligations as we leave the Lodge room. The lessons of the
Fraternity are our guideposts of conduct, commitment, and Brothetly love as we seek Light.
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